PREFACE

This book fulfils a desire, cherished for many years,
Lo place a connected story of Gujarfita and its literature
before the English-reading public. The invitation which
the Chairman of the Post Graduate Studies in the
Calcutta University extended to me about the end of
1929 to deliver a series of lectures on Gujarat! Literature
provided the necessary opportunity. The invitation remain-
ed unavailecl of as I joined the Civil Disobedience move-
ment in April 1930; but gaol life, which immediately super-
vened, provided the necessary leisure to translate the de-
sire into effort.

A systematic history of the Gujarat! literature cannot
yet be written. With the materials at our disposal it is
well-nigh impossible to reconstruct the past life of Gujarata,
or to read its inner meaning accurately, and in this work,
therefore, I have attempted only to describe, in a connected
form, its historical and literary currents. This book was
written mainly during the two and half years between 1930-
1934 which I spent in gaol. During this period, as I sat
writing in my prison cell, Gujarata passed through a fiery
ordeal. When I came out in December 1933 the book was
already in the press and I found it impossible to introduce
any new impressions, but from what little I could see I
remained convinced that my analysis of the currents in
modern Gujanlta did not require a revision. The immed-
iate after effects of an ordeal are always deceptive; they
may appear to, but do not, alter habits and tendencies
which belong to one's nature.

1 confess to finding great difficulty in assessing the
value of contemporary works. The difficulty has been much
greater as no such review was possible without a reference
to the work of my wife and myself* The choice before
me was either to bring the book up-to date, or to close
it with the year 1913 and leave untouched a glorious
historical and literary age of Gujarata This age claims
the best works of Narsinhrao, Khabardar and NanSlal.